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assembling pathways for expression in S. cerevisiae. US Patent App. 2015.
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disciplinaries)

• Mar 2018 Associate Faculty in Synthetic Genomics, Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute (3
appointees globally)

• Nov 2016 Raising Star in Science, ICG11

• Aug 2015 Wellcome Trust Frontier Innovator (9 awardees worldwide)

• Aug 2012 Chancellor’s Fellowship, University of Edinburgh, UK

• Sep 2011 Autodesk Distinguished Scholarship, Autodesk Inc.

• Jun 2011 Traveling Fellowship, The Fifth International Conference for Synthetic Biology
(SB5.0), Stanford University, USA

• May 2011 The DeLill Nasser Award for Progressional Development, The Genetic Society
of America

• Mar 2010 Outstanding Interdisciplinary Doctoral Student of the Year (1 student per
year), Virginia Tech, USA



Invited Presentations
136. Apr 2025 The Chan-Zukerberg Initiative Cell Science Annual Meeting, Chicago, USA

135. Feb 2025 The Spirit of Asilomar and the Future of Biotechnology, Asilomar, USA

134. Feb 2025 Hitachi synthetic biology seminar, Tokyo, Japan

133. Feb 2025 UK-Japan Engineering Biology conference, Osaka, Japan

132. Jan 2025 York University Flagship Seminar, York, UK

131. Oct 2024 GESDA Global Summit, Geneva, Switzerland

130. Oct 2024 World Economic Forum meeting, Geneva, Switzerland

129. Jun 2024 World Economic Forum summer Davos meeting, Dalian, China

128. May 2024 University of Edinburgh Synthsys Institute seminar, Edinburgh, UK

127. Apr 2024 UK-Japan Synthetic Genomics symposium, Imperial College London, UK

126. Mar 2024 GESDA Academic Forum, Swiss Alps, Switzerland

125. Marc 2024 University of Cambridge Department of Biochemistry Seminar, Cambridge,
UK

124. Mar 2024 Sanger Institute Seminar, Hinxton, UK

123. Jan 2024 European Society of Applied Biocatalysis, Zoom

122. Dec 2023 Singapore A* seminar, Singapore

121. Dec 2023 University of Hong Kong seminar, Hong Kong, China

120. Dec 2023 University of Tokyo seminar, Tokyo, Japan

119. Nov 2023 UK annual Synthetic biology meeting, Opening keynote, Bristol, UK

118. Oct 2023 European Federation of Biotechnology meeting, Girona, Spain

117. Sep 2023 Germany Associate of Synthetic Biology Designer Biology meeting, Freiburg,
Germany

116. August 2023 UK-Swiss synthetic biology meeting, Lausanne, Switzerland

115. May 2023 Biosecurity Panel, SynbioBeta 2023, Oakland, California, USA

114. May 2023 Dean’s Distinguished Lecture, King Abdullah University of Science and Tech-
nology (KAUST), Saudi Arabia

113. Apr 2023 Invited Lecture at Biodesign Institute, Boston University, Boston, USA.

112. Apr 2023 Invited Lecture at CSIC, Madrid, Spain.

111. March 2023 Keynote at the Biomedical Engineering Department Away Day, Glasgow
University, Glasgow.

110. Oct 2022 Keynote at the Bayer Foundation Symposium “From Gene Editing to Gene
Writing”, Mohein, Germany.

109. Oct 2022 Presentation at the Department of Engineering, Oxford, UK.

108. Jul 2022 Presentation at Max Planck Frontier Symposium, over Zoom.

107. Jul 2022 Presentation at MIB Science Day, Manchester, UK.

106. Dec 2021 Presentation at British Yeast Meeting, over Zoom.

105. Oct 2021 Presentation at 123rd International Titisee Conference Life 2.0: From designing
the molecules of life to designing life, Titisee, Germany.



104. Oct 2021 Seminar at Baylor College of Medicine, over Zoom.

103. Jul 2021 Seminar at Centro Nacional de Biotecnologia, CSIC, over Zoom.

102. Jun 2021 Seminar at Cancer Research UK Manchester, over Zoom.

101. Jan 2020 Presentation at EMBO symposium on “Engineering Meets Evolution: Designing
biological systems”, Chennai, India.

100. Nov 2019 Presentation at International Conference on Metabolic Sciences, Shanghai,
China.

99. Nov 2019 Keynote at CBRE Annual Meeting, Liverpool, UK.

98. Oct 2019 Presentation at Cold Spring Harbor Asia Meeting for Synthetic Biology, Suzhou,
China.

97. Oct 2019 Presentation at China GP-W meeting, Shenzhen, China.

96. Sep 2019 Presentation at The 91st Annual Meeting of the Genetic Society of JAPAN,
Fukui, Japan.

95. Aug 2019 Presentation at the Chinese Young Synthetic Biologist Forum, Tianjin, China.

94. Jul 2019 Centre Seminar at Philipps-Universität Marburg, Marburg, Germany.

93. Jun 2019 Presentation at the 47th Korean Society for Microbiology and Biotechnology
(KMB) meeting, Jeju island, South Korea.

92. Mar 2019 Pregl Colloquium Lecture, the National Institute of Chemistry, Ljubljana,
Slovenia

91. Mar 2019 Cold Spring Harbor Banbury Centre meeting on DNA storage, New York, USA

90. Feb 2019 Keynote Lecture at Hong Kong Area of Excellence Symposium, Hong Kong,
China

89. Dec 2018 Keynote Lecture at the SBMS Research day at the University of Hong Kong,
Hong Kong, China

88. Oct 2018 Departmental seminar at the “Microbes and Booze” event, VIB, KU Leuven,
Belgium

87. Oct 2018 Departmental seminar at Institut de Biochimie et Génétique Cellulaires, Bor-
deaux University, France

86. Jul 2018 Lectures at the 5th International Synthetic & Systems Biology Summer School
(SSBSS2018), Siena, Italy.

85. Jul 2018 Seminar at Chinese Academy of Science Bioenergy Institute, Qingdao, China.

84. Jun 2018 Presentation at the 46th Korean Society for Microbiology and Biotechnology
(KMB) meeting, Yeosu, South Korea.

83. Apr 2018 Seminar at Astra Zeneca, Cambridge, UK.

82. March 2018 Seminar at Newcastle University synthetic biology research centre, New-
castle, UK.

81. March 2018 Keynote at The Manchester Molecular and Genome Evolution symposium,
Manchester, UK.

80. Oct 2017 The 12th International conference for Genomics, ICG 12, Shenzhen, China.

79. Oct 2017 BBSRC NPRONET Community Meeting, Manchester, UK.

78. Jun 2017 The 7th International conference on synthetic biology (SB7.0), Singapore.



77. May 2017 Bristol Centre for Synthetic Biology, Bristol, UK.

76. May 2017 International workshop on Genome Project Write (GP-Write), New York
Genome Centre, New York, USA.

75. May 2017 Seminar at VIB Center for Microbiology, University of Leuven, Belgium.

74. May 2017 Seminar at LOEWE-Schwerpunkt CompuGene, Technische Universität Darm-
stadt, Germany.

73. May 2017 Keynote at DECHEMA “ Systems Biology meets Synthetic Biology Programme”
conference, Frankfurt, Germany.

72. Mar 2017 Sanger Institute workshop on synthetic biology, Hinxton, UK.

71. Mar 2017 BBSRC funded Global Challenge Research Fund workshop with China (PI and
host), Edinburgh, UK.

70. Mar 2017 the 7th UK-Korea symposium on synthetic biology, Yongsei University, Seoul,
Korea.

69. Feb 2017 Institute of Integrative Biology, University of Liverpool, Liverpool, UK.

68. Jan 2017 European Bioinformatics Institute, Hinxton, UK.

67. Dec 2016 US Navy Research Global Head Quarter Seminar, London, UK.

66. Dec 2016 Manchester Institute of Biotechnology Seminar, Manchester, UK.

65. Dec 2016 IET Synthetic Biology Meeting, London, UK.

64. Dec 2016 Cold Spring Harbor Asia Meeting for Synthetic Biology, Suzhou, China.

63. Nov 2016 UK-China Synthetic Biology for Global Challenges Symposium, Shenzhen,
China.

62. Nov 2016 The 11th International Conference on Genomics (ICG11), Shenzhen, China.

61. Sep 2016 Labcyte-Edinburgh Genomics Symposium , Edinburgh, UK.

60. Sep 2016 The Seventh International Workshop on Static Analysis and Systems Biology
(SASB 2016) Keynote, Edinburgh, UK.

59. Aug 2016 Royal Society President Dinner for Synthetic Biology Inquiry (6 invitees),
London, UK.

58. Jul 2016 Annual UCL Synthetic Biology Showcase Keynote, London, UK.

57. Jul 2016 The 5th International Synthetic Yeast meeting, Edinburgh, UK.

56. Jul 2016 Edinburgh Genome Foundry Opening, Edinburgh, UK.

55. Jun 2016 UCB Annual Retreat Keynote, Windsor, UK.

54. May 2016 Human Genome Write Project Meeting, Harvard University, Boston, USA.

53. May 2016 Wellcome Trust Centre Renewal Presentation, Edinburgh, UK.

52. Apr 2016 Departmental seminar in the Institute of Systems Biology, University of
Chicago, Chicago, USA.

51. Mar 2016 Gates Foundation Project Meeting, Montreal, Canada.

50. Feb 2016 Automation for Synthetic Biology, Manchester, UK.

49. Dec 2015 Royal Society Edinburgh - China Academy of Sciences joint symposium on
Synthetic Biology, Edinburgh, UK.



48. Nov 2015 Raymond and Beverly Sackler USA-UK Scientific Forum: Trends in Synthetic
Biology and Gain of Function Research, and Regulatory Implications, Chicheley, UK

47. Nov 2015 University of Edinburgh King’s Building Campus wide Seminar (Academics
Unplugged, 1 of 3 elected faculty members for 2015), Edinburgh, UK

46. Oct 2015 Human Genome Project 2.0 Meeting, New York, USA

45. Oct 2015 The 10th Annual International Conference for Genomics (ICG10), Shenzhen,
China

44. Oct 2015 Seminar at Synthetic Biology Research Centre at Warwick University, Coven-
try, UK

43. Oct 2015 Seminar at Thermo Fisher, Regensburg, Germany

42. Sep 2015 Wellcome Trust Sciences at the Interface meeting, London, UK

41. Sep 2015 UK-USA DNA Foundry meeting, London, UK

40. Sep 2015 UK Synthetic Biology Conference, London, UK

39. Aug 2015 Company Seminar, Autodesk Inc, San Francisco, USA

38. Aug 2015 Company Seminar, Labcyte Inc, Sunnyvale, USA

37. Aug 2015 Departmental Seminar, Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineer-
ing, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA

36. Jul 2015 The 4th International Synthetic Yeast Consortium Meeting. New York Genome
Centre, New York, USA

35. Jul 2015 High Value Chemicals from Plants workshop. John Inners Centre, Norwich,
UK

34. May 2015 Chinese Young Synthetic Biologist Forum, Tsinghua University, Beijing, China

33. Apr 2015 BBSRC Synthetic Biology for Growth workshop, Birmingham, UK

32. Mar 2015 Agilent Headquarter, Santa Clara, California, USA

31. Nov 2014 UK-Canada workshop on Synthetic Biology, Montreal, Canada

30. Oct 2014 Synthetic Biology Congress, London, UK

29. Oct 2014 The Genome Analysis Centre (TGAC), Norwich, UK

28. Sep 2014 National Institute of Genetics, Mishima, Japan

27. Sep 2014 The 9th International Conference on Genomics (ICG9), Shenzhen, China

26. Aug 2014 EMBO Synthetic Biology of Antibioticc Production II Conference, Sant Feliu
de Guixols, Spain

25. Jul 2014 XIVth International Union of Microbiological Societies, Montreal, Canada

24. Jul 2014 Fab10 Barcelona Conference, Barcelona, Spain

23. Jun 2014 The 3rd International Synthetic Yeast consortium meeting, Sicily, Italy

22. Apr 2014 Outlook for Synthetic Biology meeting, Manchester, UK

21. Apr 2014 Departmental seminar at the School of Life Sciences, Nottingham, UK

20. Feb 2014 Korea Advanced Institute for Sciences and Technology, Seoul, South Korea

19. Jan 2014 Departmental Seminar, National University of Singapore, Singapore

18. Nov 2013 Life Technologies GeneArt Headquarter, Regensburg, Germany



17. Jul 2013 SB6.0 Conference, London, UK

16. Oct 2012 Plenary Speaker, the BIO Pacific Rim Summit on Industrial Biotechnology and
Bioenergy, Vancouver, Canada.

15. Sep 2012 IDEAStudio Meeting, Autodesk, San Francisco, USA

14. Apr 2012 Synthetic Biology Centre, Imperial College London, London, UK

13. Apr 2012 Institute for Systems Biology and Synthetic Biology, University of Edinburgh,
UK

12. Apr 2012 First International Synthetic Yeast Genome Consortium Meeting, Beijing,
China

11. Mar 2012 IDEAS: The Innovation + Design Series, San Francisco, USA

10. Nov 2011 Session Chair, The 7th International Conference on Genomics, Shenzhen,
China

9. Nov 2011 Cold Spring Harbor Symposium: Design & Synthesis of Biological Systems,
Suzhou, China

8. Nov 2011 Departmental Seminar, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

7. Oct 2011 Six-academy Synthetic Biology Symposium, The enabling technology of syn-
thetic biology, Shanghai, China

6. Jun 2011 Departmental Seminar, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
Hong Kong

5. Oct 2010 What are the potential roles for Synthetic Biology in NASA’s mission? NASA
Ames Research Centre, California, USA

4. Oct 2010 Panel discussion, Synthetic Biology: Applications and Implications, Mid-Atlantic
Bio Conferences, Bethesda, Maryland, USA

3. Apr 2010 Seminar, High Throughput Biology Centre, School of Medicine, Johns Hopkins
University

2. Mar 2010 Departmental Seminar, M.D. Anderson Cancer Research Center, Houston, USA

1. Nov 2009 Departmental Seminar, Artificial Intelligence, University of California at San
Diego (UCSD)
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